SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 17 OCTOBER 
2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 
THE SARL 40 METRE GRID SQUARE SPRINT ON SATURDAY 


THE IARU REGION 1 CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP STARTED ON 
FRIDAY 


and 

BACAR TO FLY ON 30 OCTOBER 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
THE SARL 40 METRE GRID SQUARE SPRINT ON SATURDAY 


The fifth SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint is on the air from 12:00 to 13:00 UTC 
(14:00 to 15:00 CAT) on Saturday 23 October. It is a CW and phone sprint, 
the exchange is a realistic RS or RST report, your Club name or abbreviation 
and your 4 character grid square. 


The Club call sign may be used, but the operator may not also operate under 
his/her own call sign. Submit your MS Excel log sheet by 23:59 CAT on Thurs- 
day 28 October to 7p8dg@netactive.co.za. Get the rules on page 65 of the 2021 
Blue Book. 


RADIO AMATEUR EXAM ON 23 OCTOBER 


The RAE team and Council would like to wish the RAE candidates all the 
best for the upcoming RAE next Saturday morning. There are 124 candidates 
writing at 21 different exam centres around the country. We would also like to 
extend our thanks to all the Clubs, invigilators, helpers and HF assessors, who 
have made this possible. 


THE IARU REGION 1 CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP 


The IARU Region 1 Virtual Conference and the Shaping the Future’ Workshop 
started on Friday 15 October with the meeting of Committee 2 to check the 
credentials of the Member Societies, followed by the first meeting to discuss 


the Region’s budget. The Opening Plenary was held at 20:00 CAT on Friday 
evening. 


The Shaping the Future’ Workshop had two session on Saturday 16 October — 
Familiarisation at 12:00 CAT and Module 1: Vision — our ambition for amateur 
radio at 15:00 CAT. On Sunday 17 October at 15:00 CAT - Module 2: Vision 
— our ambition for amateur radio. On Monday at 19:30 CAT is Module 3: 
Strategic Objectives, Wednesday is Module 4: Key steps, obstacles, solutions 
and on Thursday module 5: Actions, milestones, deliverables, timescales, which 
could roll over to Saturday. On Saturday 23 October, Committee 2 will meet 
to finalise the Region 1 budget. The closing plenary will be held at 15:00 CAT 
on Sunday 24 October with the C2 report to conference, the election of the new 
EC, the voting for the venue for next conference and the G2BVN committee 
report to conference. 


Nico, ZS6QL, Dennis, ZS4BS and Rassie, ZS1YT will represent the SARL dur- 
ing the conference sessions, the League is also holding a proxy for the Namibian 
League. For the Workshop sessions, the SARL team is Nico, ZS6QL, Dennis, 
ZS4BS, Rassie, ZS1YT, Koos, ZR6KF, Guy, ZS6GUY and Hans, ZS6AKV. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
BACAR TO FLY ON 30 OCTOBER 


The Secunda Amateur Radio Club will be launching a Balloon Carrying Ama- 
teur Radio (known as the BACAR project) on Saturday 30 October. Several in- 
teresting payloads are being prepared, including the new AMSAT-SA AfriCUBE 
linear transponder, Slow Scan TV, a crossband FM repeater and an ion thruster 
scientific experiment. Amateurs from various Clubs are involved in this project. 
More information with regards to the frequencies used will be made available 
soon. The Club can be contacted via e-mail secradio@jenny.co.za for more 
information. 


A SPECIAL CALL SIGN FOR REMEMBRANCE DAY 


Armistice Day is held on 11 November each year and a Remembrance Day parade 
or ceremony is usually held on the Sunday closest to 11 November. This year it 
will be held on the 14th of November 2021. As radio amateurs we would like to 
support the members of the Memorable Order of Tin Hats (MOTHS). During 
all wars communication has played an extremely important role. Although radio 
amateur’s equipment was either confiscated or sealed, they still used their skills 
and knowledge to assist their countries in the war effort. 


A special call sign, ZS18MOTH, has been obtained to commemorate the signing 
of the Armistice 103 years ago. At approximately 05:00 on Monday 11 November 
1918, the Armistice was signed in a railway carriage of Marshall Foch’s special 
train located in the forest at Rethondes in France on the western front. At 11 
o’clock on this Monday 11 November 1918, the roar of guns ceased as peace and 
silence finally descended on the western front, ending the First World War. The 


call sign represents ZS = South Africa; 18 = 1918 the year the guns of World 
War 1 fell silent and MOTH = the Memorial Order of the Tin Hats. 


The call sign will be active from 06:00 UTC on Thursday 11 November until 
16:00 UTC on Sunday 14 November on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres. On Sunday 
14 November between 08:00 and 12:00 UTC, ZS18MOTH will be active from the 
Cenotaph in Mossel Bay in support of the MOTHs from the Blaize-away Shell 
Hole. QSOs will be confirmed via a specially designed and printed Remembrance 
Day QSL card. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The e-mail address to submit logs for the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint and 
the SARL 80 m Club Sprint has been changed. The zs4bfn@mweb.co.za e-mail 
has been closed, please use 7p8dg@netactive.co.za to submit your log sheets. 


There were 24 entrants for the ZS1 Sprint held on Sunday 26 September 2021. 
1st Jan Botha, ZS4J AN - 87 points 

2™4 Gerhard Coetzee, ZS3TG - 86 points 

3'¢ Marco Neu, ZSINEU - 82 points 

Congratulations to the winners. 


Clubs hosting contests are reminded that changes to the rules and comments for 
the 2022 Blue Book must be submitted by 25 October to contest@sarl.org.za. 


The CQ WW DX SSB Contest is a 48 hour activity taking place on 30°" and 
318* October 2021 with you working the world on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 
metres. The exchange is a realistic RS report and your CQ Zone, for South 
Africa that is Zone 38. Find all the rules at https: //www.cqww.com/. The CQ 
WW DX CW Contest will run on 27 and 28 November 2021. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently a pair of active sunspot regions visible and there 
is a small possibility of some minor C-class flaring activity. If you want to do 
your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the 
week will be around 4. During the late afternoons, the 10 to 30 m bands may 
provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 
for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


19 October — The PEARS and Border ARC meetings 
21 and 22 October — The Orionids meteor shower 


23 October — The Radio Amateur Examination, the Cape Town ARC meeting 
and the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint 


24 to 30 October — The National CW Speed Week 

25 October — Closure of submissions for the 2022 Blue Book 
30 October — The BACAR flight 

30 and 31 October — The CQ WW DX SSB contest 

6 November — The RaDAR Challenge 

11 November — Armistice Day 

11 to 14 November — work ZS18MOTH 


13 and 14 November — the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue contest and the WAE 
RTTY contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The fifth SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint is on the air from 12:00 to 13:00 UTC 
(14:00 to 15:00 CAT) on Saturday 23 October. It is a CW and phone sprint, 
the exchange is a realistic RS or RST report, your Club name or abbreviation 
and your 4 character grid square. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proofread 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


